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June 22, 1941 – May 8, 1945 
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Torah Scrolls desecrated by Nazis strewn about a Kovno (Lithuania) synagogue.  The intimate relationship 
between the Jewish people and the Torah made it an irresistible target for Nazi vandals. Courtesy: The 

Holocaust Chronicles 
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The outcome of Operation Barbarossa was the major turning point in the war for Germany.�
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July 10, 1941—Before WWII, 1600 Jews lived in Jedwabne, Poland.  The Jedwabne Pogrom 
occurred a month after the Germans had retaken the Polish town from the Soviets.  Most, if not all, of the 
Jews of Jedwabne were herded into a barn which was then locked and set on fire.   Their Polish neighbors 
took their homes and property.  Although this was thought to be an SS Aktion further investigation 
revealed that the massacre was carried out by the Poles. 

July 10, 1941—the Kovno Ghetto is established; it eventually houses 30,000 Jews into 2 ghettos—“large 
ghetto” and “small ghetto.” 

July 20, 1941—The Minsk ghetto is established. 
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Theresienstadt “Camp-Ghetto” 
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The Theresienstadt “Camp-Ghetto” existed from November 24, 1941 – May 9, 1945 and served 3 
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Heydrich quickly proceeded to his central objective—to give Himmler “primary responsibilit y for the 
handling of the Final Solution of the Jewish Question.” 
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Country                              Number 
 
A.   Germany proper                          131,80 0 
     Austria                                  43,70 0 
     Eastern territories                     420,00 0 
     General Government                    2,284,00 0 
     Bialystok                               400,00 0 
     Protectorate Bohemia and Moravia         74,20 0 
     Estonia         - free of Jews - 
     Latvia                                    3,50 0 
     Lithuania                                34,00 0 
     Belgium                                  43,00 0 
     Denmark                                   5,60 0 
     France /  occupied territory            165,00 0 
               unoccupied territory          700,00 0 
     Greece                                   69,60 0 
     Netherlands                             160,80 0 
     Norway                                    1,30 0 
 
B.   Bulgaria                                 48,00 0 
     England                                 330,00 0 
     Finland                                   2,30 0 
     Ireland                                   4,00 0 
     Italy including Sardinia                 58,00 0 
     Albania                                     20 0 
     Croatia                                  40,00 0 
     Portugal                                  3,00 0 
     Rumania including Bessarabia            342,00 0 
     Sweden                                    8,00 0 
     Switzerland                              18,00 0 
     Serbia                                   10,00 0 
     Slovakia                                 88,00 0 
     Spain                                     6,00 0 
     Turkey (European portion)                55,50 0 
     Hungary                                 742,80 0 
     USSR                                  5,000,00 0 
          Ukraine                 2,994,684 
          White Russia 
          excluding Bialystok                446,48 4 
 
                         Total    over    11,000,000  
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Encircling a prisoner about to be tortured and killed, the orchestra from Janówska, a labor camp in the 
Ukraine, serenades him with “Tango fun toyt” (Yiddish for “Tango of Death).  The tune is composed by Jewish 
musicians ordered to do so by SS-Untersturmfuhrer Wilhelm Rokita, also was played when labor details left for 

work in the morning and when they returned—as well as during the selections of who would live and who would 
die.  From The Holocaust Chronicle page 391.  
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“Around us, everyone was weeping.  Someone began to 
recite the Kaddish, the prayer for the dead.  I do not know if 
it has ever happened before, in the long history of the Jews, 
that people have ever recited the ‘prayer for the dead’ for 
themselves.”++!��
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What the Soviets saw on July 23, 1944 at Majdanek where 500,000 were imprisoned of whom 360,000 were Jews 
who died by gas, hanging, starvation, disease and exhaustion. 
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� did relatively little to save Jews during the 
Holocaust.  The ICRC considered accounts of a Nazi genocide as hyperbole.  They justified their 
inaction by rationalizing that any attempt to aid Jewish prisoners would harm its ability to help other 
Allied POWs.  The ICRC also advanced the argument that if they took a stance to improve the situation 
of European Jews that the neutrality of Switzerland would be compromised.   
 
Only after mounting pressure was the ICRC allowed to “inspect” Theresienstadt.  The “inspection” was 
a sham as Hitler showcased the prison into a “model” ghetto allowing the ICRC to write a favorable 
report. 
 
Year later the ICRC has apologized for its passivity during the Shoah. 
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